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New Report Outlines Solutions to Rampant Labor Abuses in Agriculture, UFW Co-Founder Dolores Huerta Delivers Report to Secretary of Labor 

Farmworker Justice and Oxfam America urge Department of Labor 

to increase enforcement of labor law
Washington, D.C-- Dolores Huerta, co-founder of the United Farm Workers (UFW), representatives from Oxfam America and Farmworker Justice and two farmworkers from Washington state delivered a new report on labor violations in U.S. agriculture to U.S. Secretary of Labor Hilda Solis.  
The report, Weeding out Abuses: Recommendations for a law-abiding farm labor system, profiles individual farmworkers from around the country and describes the nation’s current farm labor system as broken, encouraging lawlessness and exploitation of farmworkers. The report makes specific recommendations for the Department of Labor on how to increase enforcement to combat rampant violations and improve the lives of farmworkers.

“In Weeding out Abuses, farmworkers reveal the widespread, egregious violations of labor, health and safety violations in U.S. agriculture,” said Bruce Goldstein, Executive Director of Farmworker Justice.  “The report describes the labor law enforcement efforts that are needed to help farmworkers receive the wages and working conditions required by law.  The Department of Labor can and should use the powerful tools Congress gave it to punish violations of labor rights and encourage compliance with the laws.”
After meeting with the Secretary of Labor the groups held a Congressional briefing in the Capitol Visitors Center.  The workers from Washington state, Armando Herrera Saldaña and Margarito Martínez Sauceda told of their experiences working in dairy farms where workers were not provided with drinking water or permitted to take breaks.
“The abuses felt by farmworkers are well documented – and serious,” said Minor Sinclair, director of Oxfam America’s US regional office. “Weeding out Abuses is a roadmap to remedies of persistent problems that can be fixed if given the attention it deserves.”
The report can be viewed online at www.farmworkerjustice.org or at www.oxfamamerica.org/weedingoutabuses.

For more information, contact Andrew Blejwas, Oxfam America, (617) 785-7047, ablejwas@oxfamamerica.org; or Barb Howe, Communications Coordinator for Farmworker Justice at bhowe@farmworkerjustice.org, (202) 293.5420 ext. 307 or cell (202) 821-3051. 
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Farmworker Justice is a nonprofit organization that seeks to empower migrant and seasonal farmworkers to improve their living and working conditions, immigration status, health, occupational safety and access to justice.
Oxfam America is an international relief and development organization that creates lasting solutions to poverty, hunger, and injustice. Together with individuals and local groups in more than 100 countries, Oxfam saves lives, helps people overcome poverty, and fights for social justice.
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